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only acknowledge one God, without the reception of any 
revealed religion. 

Deifm, or the principles of natural worfhip, are only the 
faint remnants or dying flames of revealed religion in the 
poller ity of Noah. Dryden's Pref to Rel. Laid. 

De'ist. n. f. [ deifte , French.] A man who follows no particu- 
lar religion, but only acknowledges the exillence of God, 
without any other article of faith. 

7 he difcourfe is in the fecond epillle of St. Peter, the third 
chapter, where .certain ddjis , as they feem to have been, 
laughed at the prophecy of the day of judgment. Burnet. 

Dei's tical. adj. [from deift.] Belonging to the herefy of the 
deills. 

But this folly and weaknefs of trifling/ inllead of arguing, 
does not happen to fail only to the fhare of Chrillian wri- 
ters, but to fome who have taken the pen in hand to fup- 
port the deijiical or antichrillian fcheme of our days. Watts. 

De'ity. n.f [d'eite, French, from deltas, Latin.] 

1. Divinity ; the nature and eflence of God.] 

Some things he doth as God, becaufe his deity alone is the 
Ipring from which they flow ; fome things as man, becaufe 
they ifliie from his meer human nature ; fome things jointly 
as both God and man, becaufe both natures concur as prin- 
ciples thereunto. Hooker , b. v. J\ 53 . 

With what arms 

We mean to hold, what antiently we claim 

Of deity, or empire. Milton's Paradife Loft, b. v. /. 724 . 

2 . A fabulous god ; a term applied to the heathen gods and god- 
deffes. 

Will you fuffer a temple, how poorly built foever, but yet 
a temple of your deity, to be razed ? Sidney , b. ii. 

Heard you not what an humble fuppliant 
Lord Haflings was to her for his delivery ? 

— Who humbly complaining to her deity. 

Got my lord chamberlain his liberty. Shakefp. Richard 111. 
Give the gods a thankful facrifice when it pleafeth their 
deities to take the wife of a man from him. Sh. Ant. and Cleop: 

3 . The fuppofed divinity of a heathen god. 

They on their former journey forward pafs. 

In ways unknown, her wandering knight to feek ; 

With pains far pafiing that long wandering Greek, 

7'hat for his love refufed deity. Fairy Queen, b. i. cant. 4 . 
By what reafon could the fame deity be denied unto Lau- 
rentia and Flora, which was given to Venus? Raleigh. 

Del ACER a'tion. n.f. [from delacero , Latin.] A tearing in 
pieces. , Did. 

Delacryma'tion. n.f. [ delacrymatio,\j 2 X .] A falling down 
of the humours ; the waterifhnefs of the eyes, or a weeping 
much. Did. 

DelactaTion, n.f. [ ddadatio , Latin.] A weaning from 
the bread. Did. 

Dela'psed. adj. [With phyflcians.] [from delapfus, Latin.] 
Bearing or falling down. It is ufed in fpeaking of the womb, 
and the like. Did. 

To DELA'TE. v. a. [from delatus, Lat.] Carried ; conveyed. 
Try exadlly the time wherein found is delated. Bacon. 

Dela'Tion. n.f. [, delatio , Latin.] 

1. A carrying ; conveyance. 

In delation of founds, the inclofureof them preferveth them, 
and caufeth them to be heard further. Bacon s Nat. Hiftory. 
It is certain, that the delation of light is in an inftant. Bacon. 
There is a plain delation of the found from the teeth to the 
inftrument of hearing. Bacon's Natural Hiftory, N J . 149 . 

2 . An accufation ; an impeachment. 

DelaTor. n.f [delator, Latin.] An accufer ; an informer. 
Men have proved their own delators, and difeovered their 
own mod important fecrets. Government of the "Tongue. 

No fooner was that fmall colony, wherewith the depopu- 
lated earth was to be replanted, come forth of the ark, but 
we meet with Cham, a delator to his own father, inviting his 
brethren to that execrable fpedlacle of their parent’s naked- 
ne f s< Government of the Tongue , J. 2 . 

To DELA'Y. v. a. [from delayer , French.] 

1 . To defer ; to put ofl". 

And when the people faw that Mofes delayed to come down 
out of the mount, the people gathered themfelves together 
unto Aaron. B xxx b’ 1 * 

2 . To hinder; to frudrate. 

She flies the town, and mixing with a throng 
Of madding matrons, bears the bride along: 

Wand’ring through woods and wilds, and devious ways, 
And withdiefe arts the Trojan match delays. Dryden's JEn. 

Be mindful, goddefs, of thy promife made ! 

Mud fad Uly lies ever be delay'd ? Pope's Odyffey, b. x. 

To Dela'y. v. n. Todop; to ceafe from adtion. 

There feem to be certain bounds to the quicknefs and flow- 
nefs of the fucceflion of thofe ideas one to another in our 

. minds, beyond which they can neither delay nor haflen. Lo:ke. 

Dela'y. n.f. [from the verb.] A deferring; procradinaticn ; 
lingering inactivity. 

I have learn’d that fearful commenting 
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Is leaden fervitor to dull delay ; 

Delay leads impotent and fnail-pac’d beggary. Shah f. R jjj 
T he condudl of our lives, and the management of our 
great concerns, will not bear delay. £ . 

2 . Stay ; flop. 

The keeper charm’d, the chief without delay 
Pafs’d on, and took the irremediable way. Dryden's /E n 5 

Dela'yer. n.f [from delay.] One that defers ; a putter off 
DELE'CTABLE. adj. [ clelcdabilis , Latin.] Pleafing • fa 
lightful. 

Ev’ning now approach’d ; 

For we have alfo our ev’ning, and our morn ; 

We ours for change deled able, not need. Milton's Par. Loll 
Thence, as thou know’ft, J ' 

He brought thee into this delicious grove. 

This garden ; planted with the trees of God ; 

Delcdable , both to behold and fade ! Milton's Parad. Lojl 
Some of his attributes, and the manifeftations thereof, are 
not only highly delcdable to the intellective faculty, but are 
fuitably and eafily conceptible by us, becaufe apparent in his 
works ; as his goodnefs, beneficence, wifdom and power. Hale. 

The apple’s outward form, 

Deled able, the witlefs fwain beguiles ; 

’Till that with writhen mouth, and fpattering noife, 

He taftes the bitter morfel. Phillips. 

Dele'ctaeleness. n.f [from delcdable.] Delightfulnefs ; 
pleafantnefs. 

Dele'ctab 1 . y. adv. Delightfully ; pleafantly. 

Delecta'tion. n.f. [ deledatio , Latin.] Pleafure; delight. 
To DE'LEGATE. v. a. [ delego , Latin.] 

1 . To fend away. 

2 . To fend upon an embafly. 

3 . To intruft ; to commit to another’s power and jurifdiction. 

As God hath imprinted his authority in feveral parts upon 
feveral eftates of men, as princes, parents, fpiritual guides; fo 
he hath alfo delegated and committed part of his care and pro- 
vidence unto them. Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

W e are to remember, that as God is the univerfal monarch 
of the world, fo we have all the relation of fellow-fubjedfs to 
him ; and can pretend no farther jurifdiction over each other, 
than what he has delegated to us. Decay of Piety. 

Why does he wake the correfpondent moon. 

And fill her willing lamp with liquid light. 

Commanding her, with delegated pow'rs. 

To beautify the world, and blefs the night ? Prior, 

4 . To appoint judges to hear and determine a particular caufe. 

Delegate, n.f. [ delegatus , Latin.] 

1 . A deputy ; a commiflioner ; a vicar ; any one that is fent to 
a<5t for, or reprefent another. 

If after her 

Any fliall live, which dare true good prefer. 

Every fuch perfon is her delegate, 

T’ accomplifh that which fhould have been her fate. Dome. 
There mull be fevere exadlors of accounts from their dele- 
gates and minifters of juftice. Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

Let the young Andrian then her terrours bear; 

Great as he is, her delegate in war. Prior. 

Eledt by Jove, his delegate of fway, 

With joyous pride the furnmons I’d obey. Pope's Odyfey. 

2 . [In law.] Delegates are perfons delegated or appointed by the 

king’s commiftion to fit, upon an appeal to him, in the court 
of Chancery. Blount. 

De'legate. adj. [delegatus, Latin.] Deputed ; fent to aft 
for, or reprefent another. 

Princes in judgment, and their delegate judges, muft judge 
the caufes of all perfons uprightly and impartially. Taylor. 

Delegates [Court of]. A court wherein all cau r es of appeal, 
by way of devolution from either of the archbifhops, are 
decided. Aylijfe s Par ergon. 

Delegation, n.f [ delegatio , Latin.] 

1 . A fending away. 

2 . A putting in commiftion. 

3 . The aflignment of a debt to another. . _ 

Deleni'fic al. adj. [deleniftcus, Latin.] Having virtue to a - 
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To DELE'TE. v. a. [from deleo, Lat ] To blot out. ~g.\ 
Delete'rious. adj. [deleterius, Latin.] Deadly ; deftruclne; 
of a poifonous quality. 

Many things, neither deleterious by fubftance or quality, are 
yet deftrueftive by figure, or fome occafional activity. Brown. 
DeleTe ry. adj. [from deleterius , Latin.] Deftrudtive; dea - 
ly ; poifonous. 

Nor docflor epidemick, 

Though ftor’d with diletcry med’eines, 

(Which whofoever took is dead fince) 

E’er fent fo vaft a colony . 

To both the under worlds as he. Hudibras , p. u can * 

Dele'tion. n.f [deletio, Latin.] 

1 . A£t of rafing or blotting out. 

2 . A deflruclion. f , 0 . 

Indeed, if there be a total deletion of every perfon ot tne 
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nofinff party or country, then the victory is complete, becaufe 
none remains to call it in queftion. Hale's Co. Law of England. 

Dele. \ n .f [from belwan, Sax. to dig.] 

D E I- F E • ; 

1. A mine; a quarry. . 

Yet could not fuch mines, without great paiiis and charges, 
if at all, be wrought : the delfs would be fo flown with wa- 
ters, that no gins or machines could fuffice to lay and keep 
them dry. . Ray on the Creation. 

2 . Earthen ware; counterfeit China ware, made 2 xDeph. 

Thus barter honour for a piece of delf : 

No, not for China’s wide domain itfelf. Smart. 

Delib a'tion. n.f. [delibatio, Latin.] An effay ; a tail e. 

To DELIBERATE, v. n. [delibero, Latin.] To think, in or- 
der to choice ; to hefitate. 

A confcious, wife, reflecting caufe, 

Which freely moves, and a£ts by reafon’s laws ; 

~ That can deliberate means elect, and find 
Their due connection with the end defign’d. Blackm. Creat. 

When love once pleads admiflion to our hearts. 

In fpite of all the virtue we can boaft, 

The woman that deliberates is lofl. Addifon, 

Deliberate, adj. [deliberatus, Latin.] 

1 . CircumfpeCt; wary; advifed ; difereet. 

2 . Slow ; tedious ; not fudden. 

Commonly therefore it is for virtuous confiderations, that 
wifdom fo far prevaileth with men as to make them defirous 
of flow and deliberate death, againft the ftream of their fen- 
fuai inclination. Hooker, b. v. f. 46 . 

Echoes are fome more fudden, and chop again as foon as 
the voice is delivered ; others are more deliberate , that is, give 
more fpace between the voice and the echo, which is caufed 
by the local ncarnefs or diftance. Bacon s Natural Hiftory. 
DlliBerately. adv. [from deliberate.] CircumfpeClly ; ad- 
vifedly ; warily. 

He judges to a hair of little indecencies ; knows better than 
any man what is not to be written ; and never hazards him- 
felf fo far as to fall.; but plods on deliberately , and, as a grave 
man ought, is fure to put his ftaff before him. Dryden. 

Deli'berateness. n. f [from deliberate.] CircumfpeCtion ; 
warinefs ; coolnefs ; caution. 

They would not flay the ripening and feafon of counfels, or 
fair production of a&s, in the order, gravity, and deliberatenefs 
befitting a parliament. King Charles. 

Delieera'tion. n.f. [deliberate, Latin.] The aCt of delibe- 
rating ; thought in order to choice. 

If mankind had no power to avoid ill or chufe good by free 
deliberation , it Iliould never be guilty of any thing that was 
done. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Deliberative.’ adj. [deliberativus, Latin.] Pertaining to 
deliberation ; apt to confider. 

Deliberative, n.f. [from the adjeCtive.] The difcourfe in 
which a queflion is deliberated. 

In dcliberatives, the point is, what is evil ; and of good, 
what is greater ; and of evil, what is lefs. bacon. 

DELICACY n.f. [ delicatejfe ; , French, of deli dee, Latin.] 

1 . Daintincfs; fin enefs in eating. 

On hofpitable thoughts intent. 

What choice to chufe for delicacy beft. Milton s Parad. Loft. 

2 . Any thing highly pleafing to the fenfes. 

Thefe delicacies , 

I mean of tafle, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits and flow’rs, 
Walks, and the melody of birds. Milton's Paradife Loft. 

3 . Softnefs; feminine beauty. 

She had never feen a man of a more goodly prefence, in 
whom flrong making took not away delicacy, nor beauty 
fiercenefs. Sidney, b. ii. 

4 . Nicety ; minute accuracy. 

Van Dyck has even excelled him in the delicacy of his co- 
louring, and in his cabinet pieces. Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

5 . Neatnefs ; elegance of drefs. 

6 . Politenefs ; gentlenefs of manners. 

7 . Indulgence; gentle treatment. 

Perfons in thofe polls are ufually born of families noble and 
rich, and fo derive a weaknefs of conftitution from the eafe 
and luxury of their anceftors, and the delicacy of their own 
education. Temple . 

8 . Tendernefs ; fcrupuloufnefs ; mercifulnefs. 

9 . Weaknefs of conftitution. 

De'li cate. adj. [deli cat, French.] 

1. Fine; notcoarfe; confifting of fmall parts. 

As much blood pafleth through the lungs as through all the 
reft of the body : the circulation is quicker, and heat greater, 
and their texture is extremely delicate. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2 . Beautiful ; pleafing to the eye. 

3 . Nice; pleafing to the tafte; of an agreeable flavour. 

I he chufing of a delicate before a more ordinary difh, is to 
he done as other human actions are, in which there are no 
degrees and precife natural limits deferibod. Taylour. 

4* Dainty ; defirous of curious meats. 

5.* Choice; teleCt; excellent. 
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6 . Polite; gentle of manners. 

7< Soft; effeminate; unable to bear hardlhips. 

; * Witnefs this army of fuch mafs and charge; 

Led by a delicate and tender prince. Shakc/peare s HamleU 
Tender and delicate perfons muff needs be oft angry, t ey 
have fo many things to trouble them, which more rebuff na- 
tures have little fenfe of. Bacon, Eftay 5 8 , 

8> PUie Where’they moft breed and haunt, I have obferv’d 

The air is delicate. Shakefpeare's Madetb • 

De'licately. adv. [from delicate.] 

1 . Beautifully. , „ 

Ladies, like variegated tulips, mow, 

’Tis to their changes half their charms we owe 3 
Such happy fpots the nice admirer take. 

Fine by defedl, and delicately weak. Pope, Lpijt. ii. L. \ti 

2 . Finely ; not coarfely. 

3 ‘ D Eat not delicately, or nicely ; that is, be not troublefome to 
thyfelf or others in the choice of thy meats, or the delicacy 
of thy fauces. Taylor's Ride of living holy . 

4 . Choicely. 

5 . Politely. 

6 . Effeminately. 

Del icateness. n.f. [from delicate.] The (late of being de- 
licate ; tendernefs; foftnefs ; effeminacy. 

The delicate woman among you would not adventure to 
fet the foie of her foot upon the ground, for delicatenefs and 
tendernefs. Deiitr . xxviii. 56 . 

De'licates. n.f [from delicate.] Niceties; raretiesj that 

which is choice and dainty. 

The fhephercTs homely curds, 

His cold thin drink, 01 ft of his leather bottle, 

All which lecure and fweetly he enjoys. 

Is far beyond a prince’s dedicates. Shakefpeare's Henry VI* 
They their anpetites not only feed 
With delicates of' leaves and marfhy weed ; 

But with thy fickle reap the ranked: land, 

And minifter the blade with bounteous hand. Dryd. Virgil. 

With abftinencC all delicates he fees. 

And can regale himfelf with toaft and cheefe King's Cookery * 
De'lices, n.f pi. [delicics, Latin.] Pleafures. This word 
is merely French. 

And now he has pour’d out his idle mind 
In dainty clelices and lavifh joys, 

Having his warlike weapons call behind, 

And flowers in pleafures and vain pleafing toys. Fat. Queen* 
Deli'cious. adj. [ delieieux , French, from de.icatus , Latin.] 

1 . Sweet; delicate; that affords delight ; agreeable; charming; 
grateful to the fenfe or mind. 

It is highly probable, that upon Adam’s difobedience Al- 
mighty God chafed him out of paradife, the faireft and moft 
delicious part of the earth, into fome other the molt barren and 
unpleafant of all the whole globe. TVoodvjard's Nat. Hiftory. 
In his lafl: hours his eafy wit difplay ; 

Like the rich fruit he fings, delicious in decay. Swift. 

Still on that bread enamour’d let me lie. 

Still drink delicious poifon from thy eye. Pope's El. to Abelard. 
Deli'ciously. adv. [from delicious.] Sweetly; pleafantly ; 
delightfully. 

How much fhc hath glorified herfelf and lived deliciov.fly, fo 
much torment and forrow give her. Rev. xviii. 7 . 

Deli'ciousness. n.f [from delicious.] Delight; pleafure; 

j°y- , 

Let no man judge of himfelf, or of the bleflings and effi- 
cacy of the facrament itfelf, by any fenfible relifh, by the guff: 
and delicioufnefs , which he fometimes perceives, and other 
times does not perceive. Taylor's Worthy Communicant . 

Deliga'tion. n.f'. [dcligatio, Latin.] A binding up. 

The third intention is deligation, or retaining the parts fo 
joined together. ^ Wifeman's Surgery. 

Deli'ght. n f [delice, Fr. from dele Pi or, Latin.] 

1 . Joy; content; fatisfaCtion. 

And Saul commanded his fervants, faying, commune with 
David fecretly, and fay, behold the king hath delight in thee* 
and all his fervants love thee ; now therefore be the king’s 
fon-in-law. l s a . xviii. 2 2 „ 

2 . That which gives delight. 

Come, fillers, chear we up his fprights, 

And Ihew the beft of our delights : 

We’ll charm the air to give a found. 

While you perform your antick round. Shakcfp. Macbeth, 
Titus Vefpafian was not more the delight of human kind : 
the univerfal empire made him only known, and more power^ 
ful, but could not make him more beloved. Dryd.Juv. Dedic , 
She was his care, his hope, and his delight ; 

rj. Moft m his and ever in his fight. Dryden’ s Fables. 

To DelLI'GH r. v. a. [d elsCtor, Latin.] 

1 . Topleafe; to content; tofatisfy; to aftord pleafure 

Delight thyfelf alfo in the Lord, and he fliall give ’thee the 
defires of thme heart. P/ xxxvii 
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